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At this time 75 years ago, our nation was preparing for one of 
the boldest military missions history has ever recorded. If successful, 
the invasion of German-occupied France by American, British and 
Canadian troops would turn the tide in World War II and ultimately 
save the world from Nazism. The stakes were high; so was the prob-
ability of failure. The French coast would be fiercely defended by the 
most formidable divisions of the Nazi machine supported by a vast 
system of fortifications, machine gun nests, mines, and booby traps. A 
successful invasion by Allied forces would depend on more than mili-
tary might. Success for the largest amphibian assault in history would 
rely on relentless planning and cooperation. Mobilizing the necessary 
7,000 naval vessels and 11,500 aircraft – and more than two million 
troops — would be a logistical feat the world had never seen before 
and hasn’t seen since. The crucial supply of munitions, food, and fuel 
would need to flow unabated. The mission would rely on cunning, 
ingenuity, innovation, and painstaking research. A shrewd deception 
campaign – including bogus radio traffic and an extensive “dummy” 
army of inflatable tanks – would fool the Germans into believing the 
attack would happen 150 miles northeast of the actual invasion site. 
American and British technological and engineering advances – from 
new amphibious vehicles to make-shift harbors and an underwater 
fuel pipeline spanning the English Channel – would help provide the 
Allies the upper hand.

Code-breakers would successfully decrypt secret German commu-
nications to learn Hitler’s defense plans. Aerial reconnaissance units 
would take as many as a million photographs to pinpoint Nazi posi-
tions. In the spring of 1944, the Allies were in the final stage of their 
meticulous planning and preparation. Troops were pouring into stag-
ing areas in England, receiving briefings, and rehearsing their roles. 
During April and May, the Allies waged air strikes to knock out Ger-
man defenses – with countless bombs dropped far from the planned 
landing site to mask the true invasion plan. Landing operations began 
on June 6 – D-Day — as the biggest invasion fleet in history steamed 
from England toward the beaches of Normandy. Above all else, a 
successful invasion relied on thousands of individual acts of valor by 
young men who heroically charged headlong ashore toward fierce 
machine gun fire, or parachuted into unknown dangers behind enemy 
forces.

They set a new standard for courage that day, choking back fear to 
defy what was then thought impossible, breaking through Hitler’s 
“impregnable” defense system within hours. Though months of 
bloody battle remained, the tide of battle had shifted for the Allies 

and the outcome of the war in Europe was no longer in question. 
Within a year, Hitler was dead, and Germany surrendered. But the 
cost was high: Of the 150,000 men who landed in France that day, 
4,414 died — including 2,499 Americans. Unfortunately, reflections 
on World War II these days tend to be confined to occasional anni-
versaries or to history books. That’s a shame. For decades, the story 
of World War II – of D-Day, of Pearl Harbor, of the Doolittle Raid-
ers, of the Battle of Midway – were passed along verbally from one 
generation to the next, sometimes from first-hand memories. And for 
decades, we looked in awe at that venerable generation. Young men 
fresh from high school who summoned the courage to storm beach-
heads, often losing their lives defending their nation. Our national 
identity was forged from their gallantry, grit, and sacrifice. But with 
each passing year, with fewer and fewer Americans of that generation 
still living, their contributions fade further from our national memory 
– and it becomes easier to take for granted their incredible sacrifices, 
what they stood for, and what they gave us. World War II shaped our 
nation. It’s a part of history our children and grandchildren need to 
know – a reminder of what’s possible, of a time when high ideals 
prevailed, and of the tremendous sacrifices of past generations so that 
future generations could live in relative peace.

Times have changed, yet the legacy of America’s Greatest Generation 
is more important than ever.

Richard Eckstrom 
April 20, 2019 Newberry Observer

World War II was a calamity unlike any other. It was a six-year con-
flict that left none of the world unscathed: it spanned forests, deserts, 
cities, oceans, seas and skies, ultimately culminating in the death of 
over 3% of the world’s population at the time, according to History 
on the Net. Despite the horrors it wrought, such a cataclysm could’ve 
been far worse had it not been for the men and women who demon-
strated unceasing courage and valor in the face of global adversity. 
As a result, veterans of World War ll are often idolized in the modern 
day.

This idolatry for Americans who grew up in the Great Depression and 
brought down the Axis powers has lead to them being labeled “The 
Greatest Generation,” a term coined by Tom Brokaw in his book of 
the same name. World War Ⅱ era Americans were truly heroes, and 
their courage, sacrifice and bravery probably won’t be forgotten in 
the centuries to come. 
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On this 75th anniversary to the end of WWII, we honor those who an-
swered the call of duty and ensured that the forces of freedom emerged 

victorious. As a nation, we remain forever indebted to the Greatest 
Generation.

The stories in this issue and the next in December have been submitted 
by either a veteran who served during WWII or a progeny. ECSAA would 
like to thank all who have participated. If you have a story you would 

like to submit or just a photo it is not too late.  We would be honored to 
publish these items.

ECSAA dedicates this issue of The CVE PIPER to the brave men who served 
aboard the Combustible, Vulnerable and Expendable ships of WWII and 

the families who supported them.

U.S. ESCORT CARRIERS of World War II
     
    Lightly armored, slower than the fleet carriers and with far 
less defensive armament and aircraft, yet in great need early, escort 
carriers were quickly converted from existing merchant, oiler, and 
cruiser hulls.  Initially APV then changed to AVG on 31 March 1941, 
which was changed to ACV on 20 August 1942, and all changed to 
CVE on 15 July 1943.
     The experimental escort carriers were merchant hulls with a 
wooden deck slapped on top. Long Island took less than 90 days to 
convert. This was an expedient that seemed to work The original 
designation was AVG-1 indicating auxiliary aircraft ferry. Recall 
that Wasp, a USN fleet carrier was used, TWICE, to ferry Spitfires 
to Malta -- a decidedly poor use of a full-blown carriers. So, ten 
were built for the British who needed help in a hurry: HMS Archer 
(BAVG-1) class. December 1941, 24 merchant hulls were ordered 
acquired for conversion, only twenty were available and used ten for 
each country. Long Island was intended for test and training, but was 
pressed into fleet service and sailed with the San Diego battleships as 
backup to the Battle of Midway in case the Japs had broken through 
Nimitz’s famous risk. Fortunately Fletcher won another one. Then 
L.I. delivered the first aircraft to Guadalcanal and helped win that 
famous battle.
     Immediately after starting on the merchant conversions, four 
tankers, longer and wider, were made into carriers (reducing the USN 
tanker fleet at the same time U-boats were doing the same thing). 
Designation was changed to ACV, auxiliary carriers. These supported 
the invasion of North Africa and by the end of the year, three headed 
to the Pacific and one to S. Atlantic. Obviously these larger decks 
were preferred. Meanwhile H.J.Kaiser promised and succeeded in 
building 50 new carriers on the Long Island model, merchant hulls 
with flight decks, within one year. And he did it using mass produc-

tion techniques with 23 going to the British. Most were used to ferry 
replacement aircraft across the two oceans -- we won that war by 
overwhelming the (initially) better trained pilots and superior aircraft 
of the enemy with industrial production and massive training pro-
grams..  Several were used in anti-submarine rolls to good success. 
Designation was changed to CVE, indicating combat worthy escorts 
carriers. ( The “CV” is a carryover from Cruiser as carriers originally 
carried guns and biplanes to extend the cruiser’s scouting role. “V” is 
navy-speak for aircraft.)
     In parallel, nine cruiser hulls abuilding were converted to Light 
Carriers, the Independence class. These had the giant engines of war-
ships giving speed to accompany the Fast Carrier Task Forces in the 
Pacific.
     In practice the larger, tanker-based escort carriers were preferred 
for near combat conditions. Thus while Kaiser was building his, 
bigger escort carriers were designed, the Commencement Bay class. 
Only a few were completed during the war. While the cruiser-based 
light carriers were holding the line in the Pacific, a larger fleet carri-
er was also designed, the Midway’s, but they were never finished in 
time to see that war, but fought in Korea and Vietnam. Seventy-seven 
escort carriers were built during the war and several completed after. 
New escort carriers were mostly assigned to the Atlantic as anti-sub 
escorts; the large tanker-conversion carriers saw Atlantic service 
through the invasion of North Africa in October then joined the Pa-
cific fleet in early 1943. Many CVEs served in the later Pacific years, 
in addition to convoy escort, as ferries for replenishment aircraft and 
pilots.
The Commencement Bay’s were an eighth longer than the Casablan-
ca’s, but displaced almost half again. Why?
 Long Island.....363 ft.....17.6 kt.....13,500 tons 
 Casablanca.....515 ft.....19.3 kt.....7,800 tons
 Sangamon.....553 ft......18.3 kt.....12,000 tons
  Independence.....619 ft.....31.0 kt.....11,000 tons 
 Commencement Bay.....557 ft.....19.0  kt......11,370 tons
Size and weight numbers are awkward. There is ship length and beam 
(several measures (waterline, centerline, dry or full, etc.) and deck 
length, displacement weight may be dry or loaded that be almost 
100% different. In general, Long Island flight decks did not run the 
length of the ship and she had diesel engines, Casablanca had differ-
ent engines, and added a catapult. Although beam is similar, length, 
draft, and weight are much larger on the Commencement Bay’s indi-
cating heavier construction. Note that five Casablanca’s went down 
and no Bays. Bays had 2- 5” guns, Blanca’s only one. Two catapults 
vs. one. We can suspect most other combat things were doubled.

General discussion of US escort aircraft carriers in World War II.
Created June 21, 2008...URL: http://www.ww2pacific.com/cve.html
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Glen James Looney was born on the north side of the Red River 
near the Willis Community in Oklahoma on September 23, 1924.  
He was living in the Willis area when Pearl Harbor was bombed on 
December 7, 1941.  As the war progressed, Glen con-
tinued helping his father farm until he enlisted in the 
United States Navy at Norman, Oklahoma on July 20, 
1943.

Shortly after enlistment Glen rode a bus on Route 66 
to California arriving at Balboa Park Naval Training 
Station in San Diego for boot camp.  In short order he 
completed boot camp that hot summer then travelled 
by bus to San Francisco for further orders.  Arriving 
at the San Francisco naval docks he learned he would 
be a 20 mm anti-aircraft gunner on the aircraft carrier, 
USS Sangamon CVE-26. In later life he would reflect 
that he “grew up on the Red River and had seen boats 
but never a ship as large as the Sangamon.”  On Octo-
ber 19, 1943 as his ship passed under the Golden Gate 
Bridge heading for the South Pacific he wondered if 
he would ever see San Francisco again.

Arriving at Pearl Harbor in Honolulu he witnessed 
the carnage upon the U.S. Naval fleet inflicted by the 
Japanese Navy some two years prior.  It was a somber reminder of 
the price of freedom and the heartache of families who lost loved 
ones.

Over the next two years, Glen with his ship would be involved in 
most of the major naval battles of the South Pacific.  His ship was 
instrumental in transporting aircraft and supporting island invasions 
in the Gilbert and Solomon Islands.  During this time his ship was 
contested frequently by Japanese planes of which Glen and other 
anti-aircraft personnel effectively dispatched.

At Douglas McArthur’s invasion of the Philippine Islands in October, 
1944, Glen’s ship the Sangamon became embroiled in what was to be 
called the Battle of Leyte Gulf.  The Japanese initiated their “Divine 
Wind”, or kamikaze warfare during this battle, yet the Sangamon 
anti-aircraft sailors effectively eliminated several such planes attack-
ing their ship.  Fortunately the Sangamon survived that battle which 
remains to this day the largest naval battle fought by American forces.

The late spring of 1945 saw American forces gathering at Okinawa 
– the Pacific doorstep to the Japanese Empire.  By now the Japanese 

were throwing everything they had at the Americans employing their 
kamikaze warfare as never before. On the late evening of May 4, 
after resupplying and refueling, the Sangamon pulled out of Kerama 

Retto harbor toward the open sea.  
Shortly, a swarm of five Japanese 
kamikaze planes were spotted 
flying overhead preparing their 
plunge into the Sangamon. Dur-
ing their dives, four of the planes 
were eliminated but the fifth plane 
plunged into the flight deck some 
fifty feet behind Glen’s battle 
station, detonating its 500 pound 
bomb.

Some 114 sailors including Glen 
were blown into the water.  While 
remaining sailors fought huge 
fires caused by the explosion, the 
overboard Sangamon sailors were 
struggling to stay afloat, worry-
ing about shark attacks.  Fortu-
nately Glen and other sailors were 
rescued from the Pacific in four 

hours by a destroyer, the USS Dennis DE-405.

At that point the war was pretty much over for Glen.  He and the 
remaining displaced Sangamon sailors were taken to San Francisco 
and then he completed his service time at NAS Kingsville, Texas. 
The Sangamon survived the ordeal but was out of battle commission.  
It limped back to Norfolk, Virginia through the Panama Canal and ar-
riving in Norfolk was recognized as surviving the largest deck fire of 
any WWII ship.  By the end of the war, the Sangamon received eight 
Battle Stars and the Presidential Unit Citation.  Glen was honorably 
discharged from his military service at Norman on March 19, 1946.  
He married Gladys Jane Adkins and moved to Perryton, Texas in 
1947, living there almost 50 years. 

In 2012, the Veteran’s Administration acknowledged the loss of hear-
ing and back injuries Glen sustained at Okinawa.  In recent years 
Glen has spoken to youth and school groups in Texas and Oklahoma, 
explaining the cost of freedom.  Today at 95 years, he lives in Deni-
son, Texas close to sons Anthony and Michael.  To his sons and ex-
tended family, Glen is recognized as a hero and Patriot of the United 
States of America.
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BM2 Peary Morris...1924-2002,  USN (Retired, 1941-1960), WWII, Korea. Known ships: USS Pennsylvania 
(BB38), (Ships Unknown late 1942 till May or June 1944), USS Bismarck Sea (CVE) sunk Iwo Jima 1945, USS 
Bon Homme Richard (CV31) Korean War, USS Ranger (CV61), USS Platt (AO24). Shore duties were, Naval Air 
Station (Blimps) Moffett Field CA, Asst Fire Chief Sangley Point Naval Air Station Philippines,  Naval Air Sta-
tion Alameda CA (Retirement Station).  My father never showed me his war records but I pieced together some 
of it from my uncles and his service ribbons and awards.  Even now I am not sure what happened to him in 1943 
but combined with the loss of so many of his shipmates on the Bismarck Sea, it haunted him for the rest of his 
life.  
     My father joined the Navy on November 18 1941 as the age of 17.  He was in training at Great Lakes when 
Pearl Harbor occurred.  He told me several stories about WWII but there were somethings he saw that he re-
fused to talk about.  The following is what I was told and so there may be missing pieces which I would like to 
learn more about.
     I do know that his training was cut short and he was sent to the Pacific to join the USS Pennsylvania, which 
had been in dry dock and although damaged it was repaired and put to sea as soon as they could.  He ended up 
striking for a BM rating which pretty much had him at sea for 3 years on several ships.  He was part of a number 

of campaigns in the Solomon’s (Bougainville) and  Mariana’s (Saipan), Philippines (Luzon)as well as Iwo Jima.  His last ship was the Bismarck 
Sea CVE95 which sunk East of Iwo Jima.  Until he died he blamed the Captain of another CVE for bringing the Japanese Kamikaze to them.  (I 
know that there were two CVEs on combat air watch, I but I don’t know what their disposition was at the time of the attacks.)  The Bismarck 
Sea had only a light screen of destroyers, while the other carrier had larger contingent of 4 or 5 destroyers including destroyer escorts.  There 
were several aircraft fully armed and fueled on the flight deck being readied for launch as well as below on the hanger deck.  The forward hit by 
a Kamikaze (Zeke) set off explosions where he was protected by the island structure.  The second hit was a Betty that hit just below the portside 
flight deck and just aft of the aft elevator and damaged the flight and hanger decks as well as damaging the engine room setting off large explo-
sions that doomed the ship.  He was standing and aircraft watch on the starboard side of the island above the bridge.  (I suspect he was on the 
aft side of the bridge to have seen the second aircraft)  The second Kamikaze sent shrapnel his way and one piece was stuck in the bone above 
his right eye.  When abandon ship was called he had to go over the side from his station as everything below him was either damaged or on 
fire.  That was some 60 feet to the water.  He developed a real hatred for the Japanese as they made strafing runs on the sailors in the water until 
it was too dark to see them. He lost a lot of his known bunk and shipmates when the ship sank.  He was rescued by a DE the next morning after 
some 12 hours in the water.  He watched the ship sink as well as further attacks on the DE/DD and the remaining CVE.  He wouldn’t be more 
specific about the other aircraft carrier – not sure why.  The night hours were the most stressing as there were sharks in the area.  
     I don’t have confirmation on the strafing but given that the Japanese did that at Peral it is not hard to believe.  
    As I have noted this was what he remembered and he didn’t tell me until 2001 about 8 months before he passed.  If there is more detailed or 
different information I would like to get it as I am putting together the story of my family.  My uncles (father’s side) all were in the Navy (one a 
PO1 BM and two were PO1 GMs) serving in the Pacific.  My mother (June E. Morris) served as a civilian LN at San Diego Naval Station form 
June 44 to October of 45.  My uncles (mother’s side) were all Army serving in the European theater including Sicily, Italy, France (D-Day) and 
of course Germany.  After boot camp and technical training I served in the western Pacific 1966-1967 and Tactical Air Command 1967-1968.

Russ Morris

Jack Walter O’Dell
February 12, 1925
December 16, 2016
USS Corregidor

Thomas C. Ahern enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 
January 1942 serving aboard the USS Long 
Island (CVE-1) during WWII. He continued 
his service to his country until his retirement 
in November 1966. Tom served with pride 
and satisfaction for over 23 years in the U.S. 
Navy and retired as a Senior Chief Petty 
Officer.
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Allan Gardner...USS Bairoko CVE 115...Navy service 1944 – 1946

The Bairoko was built in the Bremerton, WA, shipyards…the commissioning 
crew in training nearby during the last few months of construction.
I was a QM3c in the N Division…totaling about 12 with a reg Navy full Lt. and 
Navigator in charge.
After commissioning and shake down and a brief stop in San Diego to pick up a 
flight squadron we headed West to Hawaii.
We were scheduled for gunnery practice the night prior to arrival.
A tow plane with a target would do a pass over the ship from different angles. I 
had a gunner friend who offered to let me have some gunnery experience. The 
night was moonless and the ship under blackout conditions. I slipped into the 
20 mm gun harness and put on his earphones so I could get instructions from 
the gunnery officer.

My friend warned me to follow instructions and not to shoot until authorized. I would see a light coming into view and that would be my aim-
ing point.
All went well…the gunnery office said…”commence tracking”…I could see a light coming into view about 30 degrees above the horizon going 
left to right.
I tracked …”Commence firing” came over the headset.
6 guns started firing…tracers defining the rounds path.
All of the guns except mine were shooting way off the target…I was the only gun close. How could that be? My thoughts were quickly an-
swered: “Cease firing…Cease firing” roared over the headset…”Who is the SOB shooting at the tow plane?”
I realized I was shooting at the wrong light…my friend neglected to mention the first light would be the tow plane!
I quickly got out of the harness, gave the gun back to my friend…and went below to change my shorts. I imaged the tow pilot may have done 
the same upon return to base.
I am on the right…other “N” Div guys as well.

Richard C. ‘Dick’ Knoth
Dick was known for his sense of humor, love of family and friends, his professionalism, business integrity, kindness, 
quiet charm, and deep love for the ocean. Dick was born in Los Angeles and graduated from Santa Monica High 
School. He served in the USN three years during WWII as a turret gunner and radioman on the aircraft carrier, 
USS Chenango, in the Pacific. For his service the Navy awarded him with The Distinguished Flying Cross, the Good 
Conduct Medal and the 3-Gold Star Air Medal. In 1999, he was inducted into the “Enlisted Combat Air Crewman 
Roll of Honor”.

WENDELL BIRCH 1924-2017
Wendell Birch passed away peacefully on Novem-
ber 29, 2017. He was born on December 24, 1924 
in Idaho Falls, Idaho to Ulysses and Winnifred 
North Birch and was the eighth of nine children. 
He grew up in St. Anthony, Idaho where he met his 
sweetheart, Beverley Soule. They married in 1948 
after his service with the Navy in the South Pacific 
during WW11 on the Steamer Bay Aircraft carrier.

Upon graduating high school in 1943, 
William Smedley entered the U. S. Navy 
and was assigned to the aircraft car-
rier USS Card, where he served as an 
aviation machinist mate. His unit was 
awarded the first ever Presidential Unit 
Citation for its role in the submarine 
warfare in the North Atlantic.
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R. Robinson Chance, Jr.
Bob lived a rich life, often on his own terms, 
and always guided by a strong sense of hon-
esty and integrity.
Born in Elizabeth, NJ in 1926, Bob lived 
in Summit, NJ before volunteering to join 
the Navy at age 17 where he proudly served 
aboard the USS Corregidor during World 
War II. He attended Andover Prep before 
graduating from the Peddie School where 
he was captain of the lacrosse team. He went 
on to study at Yale University before earning 
his Bachelor’s degree in Latin from Drew 
University and his Juris Doctorate at Rutgers 
Law School in 1953.

Keith R. King – USS Puget Sound, CVE 113
Keith King was born on February 24, 1927 in the 
house on the farm that he was later to live in with his 
wife, Doris, and their three children.  He graduated 
from Bennet High School, Bennet NE in June of 
1944.  In February of 1945 Keith joined the US Navy 
and was sent to the Great Lakes Naval Training Sta-
tion and upon graduation was sent to San Diego, CA 
on a troop train.  The train trip from the Great Lakes 
to San Diego took seven days. He was then assigned 
to the USS Puget Sound, CVE 113, and sailed to the 
pacific theater of operations for the final months of 
WWII.  Keith served on the Puget Sound as a boiler-
man second class until returning to Bremerton, WA 
for the ship decommissioning. Keith was discharged 
from active duty in the Navy in July of 1946 and con-
tinued his service in the Naval reserve. 
 In the summer of 1949, he met his future wife, 
Doris, while working in the hay fields of central Ne-
braska. They were married in June of 1950. In June 
of 1951 Keith was recalled to active duty by the Navy for the Korean conflict and was initially 
sent to Treasure Island Navy Base in San Francisco. This time the train trip took only three 
days. Two weeks after arriving at Treasure Island he was reassigned to Bremerton, WA where 
he remained until October of 1952 when he was discharged from the Navy. 
Keith then moved his growing family to Texas to work for the Standard Oil Company, was 
transferred to Kansas, then ultimately moved back to Nebraska and his boyhood home in 
Bennet where he was born.  He worked several jobs, retiring from the BNSF Railway after 
some 20 years at the Havelock Car Shops, but the “job” he loved the most was farming and 
raising shorthorn cattle. 
He was very active in the Bennet American Legion, serving several terms as the post Com-
mander. Keith and Doris joined ECSAA in 1991 after seeing a notice in the Legion magazine 
about having a convention of CVE members to be held in Las Vegas. Keith and Doris have 
attended every convention since the first one in Las Vegas that the Association has held, 
always enjoying the trips and getting together to meet up with shipmates and other friends 
made over the years.  Keith passed away in June of 2017 at the age of 90. Doris has contin-
ued to attend the conventions with her daughter and son in law to represent the members of 
the Puget Sound in Keith’s absence and was looking forward to this year’s meeting in Seattle. 
Doris is looking forward to attending next years meeting and visiting with all the old friends 
made over the years.  

Harold Williamson…On his graduation night he left for boot camp at Farragut, Idaho. Later he was assigned to 
the White Plains as a gunners mate 2nd class. On board the White Plains he was director operator on the port 40 
mm guns. During the Battle of Leyte Gulf he was on watch duty and had a close view of the St Lo blowing up and 
the suicide plane coming in on the White Plains. The following day he picked the Japanese pilot’s teeth out of the 
automatic loader on the forward starboard 40mm gun.
After the war, he worked for Omaha Public Power District and retired from there 39 years later.



I am writing for my father, Kenneth 
Snelling who enlisted in late 1944, 
served into 1946, transferred to the 
Army Reserve after finishing trade 
school and was called back up for 
Korean Service 1950-53. He retired 
from Ford Motor Company in 1978. He 
trained on USS Bairoko before becom-
ing a “plank holder” on USS Puget 
Sound. Dad talks a lot about his ship-
mates, good times in Hawaii and, more 

lately, about experiences on Saipan and 
in Tokyo immediately after the war, 
which are obviously far more serious. 
He was married to my mother Shirley 
from 1956 until her passing in 2015. At 
nearly 94, he keeps busy rebuilding Al-
lis-Chalmers tractors, keeping my 1951 
Packard on the road and working on the 
farm. My favorite of his stories is about 
standing wheel watch during a storm 
when he saw the flight deck totally 
swamped three times in one night. He 
said Captain Coe stood behind him and 
guided him through the worst of it. 

Keep the memory alive and thank you......Troy W. Snelling

John Mullarkey Jr proudly served in 
the United States Navy during World 
War II protecting the Pacific Coast on 
the Goodyear Blimp from Japanese 
submarines and later serving on the 
USS Sitkoh Bay in the South Pacific.

Ralph Houseman was born to this life on July 29, 1916 in La Porte, Indiana. His earliest mem-
ories were of horse drawn carriages, Model T Fords and silent movies. During the height of 
the Great Depression, the family settled in Milwaukee, WI. Ralph graduated from Washing-
ton High School in 1933. He pursued his passion for journalism by enrolling in the College 
of Journalism at Marquette University then decided on a career in law. Ralph was an accom-
plished public speaker and a member of the Marquette intercollegiate debate team. He was 
involved in politics and, prior to the attack on Pearl Harbor, an active member of the Ameri-
can First Committee. In 1939, at the age of 22, he graduated from Marquette’s School of Law 
and began the practice of law in the then rural hamlet of Grafton, WI. When war broke out, 
Ralph answered the call to service and joined the United States Navy. In the navy, he trained 
at Columbia University and Harvard Business School. Ralph served with honor as a Second 
Lieutenant on board the USS Bogue CVE9, an aircraft carrier that engaged in anti-submarine 
and convoy duty. He served in the North Atlantic and the Pacific; then joined the Occupation 
Forces in Japan. Ralph was discharged when the war ended and was recalled to active duty 
during the Korean War.

The CVE Piper...................................................................August 2020................................................................................Page 09

Rev John Goforth

He joined the U.S. Navy 
when he was 16 years old 
during World War II. Five 
days after his 17th birthday, 
his ship, the USS Gambier 
Bay, was sunk. He was afloat 
for 40 hours before being 
rescued.



Lt. Robert G. Young who served on the escort carrier, USS Gambier, sunk on October 25, 1944 off Samar during 
the Battle of Leyte Gulf.

Written by his son, Philip R. Young
Email address: young23@me.com

     Born in 1912, Robert G. Young died on February 18, 1991 at the age of 78. 
     Growing up in NJ & CT, my dad was a high achiever who became an Eagle 
Scout and the valedictorian of his high school. 
     After graduating from Dartmouth College, he began his career at the Travelers 
Insurance Co. and later became President of an insurance agency in Pittsfield, MA. 
In 1941, he married Ruth Baum, daughter of a noted Pennsylvania impressionist 
artist, Walter Emerson Baum. Mom and Dad were loving parents who were always 
loyal to each during their 49 years of marriage.
     When Pearl Harbor was attacked, Dad first tried to enlist in the Air Force but 
was told that he was a few days too old to fly at the age of 29,  Instead he signed up 
with the Navy for an officer training program at Princeton Naval Training School to 
become a gunnery officer.  Then he was sent to Montara, California to train 40 men 

on the ocean shooting range prior to being assigned to the Gambier Bay.  
     During the battle near Saipan. Lt. Young spotted a Jap plane attacking his car-
rier and swiveled one of his gunners around just  in time to shoot down the diving 
aircraft.  The episode was captured in a photo printed in Time magazine on July 24, 
1944. 
     In a letter home, Young wrote “I am on a carrier, which is all I can say in general. 
I am 2nd division officer in charge of the deck and gunnery division, with 70 men 
to look after with the assistance of two junior officers. Recently, I qualified as “Offi-
cer of the Deck” in full charge of the ship subject only to the Captain.  These duties 
include “directing the helmsman, checking the signals, decoding transmissions, 
knowing the latest technical data, and in general being in charge of the organization 
and maneuvering of the ship. Aircraft activities and the movement of other ships add 
to the excitement.  It is the toughest watch aboard, and one where you catch the most 
hell, but offsetting that is the satisfaction in running the show for a few hours each 
day and night.”

     On October 25th, Lt. Young had just completed his duty as “Of-
ficer of the Deck” on the aircraft carrier and had gone below to get 
some breakfast just before Admiral Kurita’s force of battleships, 
cruisers and destroyers was spotted. In his written notes about the 
events, my father recalled that “Lt. Richard Elliott announced that ‘A 
strong task force is 25 miles astern of us & closing.’ General quarters 
clanged & the ship was instantly veined with snakelike files of men 
running to battle stations. I made my way to the bridge and joined 
the rush for steel helmets, talker phones & binoculars. I was to man a telephone that controlled 
the 40MM batteries. Suddenly geysers of water were splashing up inside our formation in salvos 
of 2 to 4 shells. 

Continued on page 11
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Bio of Lt. Robert G. Young continued from page 10

The battleships & cruisers had opened fire from about 18 miles. We were under attack. Chaplain Carlson stood 
near me giving a play by play description of the action to the men below decks over the PA system. At 0715 we 
took the first hits. The ship gave a shudder as a salvo of heavy shells landed in the middle of the after elevator at 
flight deck level. Suddenly the Gambier Bay gave a violent shudder, as though she had been mortally struck. ‘The 
forward engine room is hit & water is rising,’ announced the bridge squawk box. At 0840 we were dead in the 
water. At 0842 Lt. Warren Stringer, gunnery officer, swung from the captain & screamed ‘Abandon, ship, aban-
don ship.’  Into my head phones I repeated, ‘Abandon ship, abandon ship.’  Then there were hundreds of us in the 
water. I concentrated on staying afloat and trying, unsuccessfully, to inflate my life preserver. I reached the nearest 
raft with my last stroke. Seaman Elledge held my head out of water until the nausea had passed. Ensign Epping 
called me aside and pointed below us. 

Down 15 feet were several monster sharks, shadowing us.  No one became panicky at sight of them. A few violent 
kicks kept them at a safe distance.   Had we known that one of our shipmates who was swimming in his skivvies 
had been attacked and killed by a shark, we would not have been so nonchalant.  The Gambier Bay was listing 
badly to port now. Some ammunition, probably 40mm, was popping & flashing. As she disappeared, a cheer rose 
from the next group of rafts - a tribute to the only carrier ever sunk by surface shell fire.”

For approximately 43 hours, my dad and the men in his flotilla clustered around the raft which he described as 
“a partly submerged piece of doughnut-shaped wood in unstable condition”.  Then before dawn on October 27th, 
an L.C.I. troopship spotted them with searchlights and picked up the survivors. Weeks later they arrived back in 

San Francisco where Dad called Mom on December 2, 1944, 
which happened to be her birthday, to share the wonderful 
news of their rescue!

On December 27,1944, long time friends and Gambier Bay 
shipmates, Lt. Richard Elliott  and  Lt. Robert Young and 
their wives  were joyously reunited in Hartford for a newspa-
per interview about their experiences.



USS BLOCK ISLAND CVE 21
Built by Seattle-Tacoma Shipbuilding Corp.  
Laid down,,,19 Jan 1942    
Launched...6 Jun 1942 
Commissioned...8 Mar 1943    
Lost...29 May 1944 
On 29 May 1944 U-549 slipped undetected 
through the screen of the hunter-killer group 
TG 21.11, formed around USS Block Island 
(CVE 21) and sank the escort carrier with 
three torpedoes hit about 300 nautical miles 
west-north-west of the Canary Islands in 
position 31º13’N, 23º03’W. The U-boat also 
damaged the destroyer escort USS Barr (DE 
576) with a Gnat homing torpedo, but was 
eventually sunk by USS Eugene E. Elmore 
(DE 686) and USS Ahrens (DE 575).

USS BISMARCK SEA  CVE 95
Built by Kaiser Shipbuilding Co.  
Laid down...31 Jan 1944   
Launched...17 Apr 1944 
Commissioned...20 May 1944    
Lost...21 Feb 1945 
Initially named Alikula Bay but renamed before 
completion on 16 May 1944. Sunk by Japa-
nese kamakaze aicraft north-east of Iwo Jima 
in position 24º36’N, 141º48’E with the loss of 
318 men and 605 survived. The USS Edmonds 
(DE-406) rescued 378 .

USS OMMANEY BAY CVE 79
Built by Kaiser Shipbuilding Co. 
Laid down...6 Oct 1943 
Launched...29 Dec 1943 
Commissioned...11 Feb 1944 
Lost...4 Jan 1945 
Heavily damaged by a Japanese kamikaze 
attack south of Mindoro, Phillippine  
Islands and scuttled by US forces in position 
11º25’N, 121º19’E.

USS GAMBIER BAY CVE 73
Built by Kaiser Shipbuilding Co.  
Laid down...10 Jul 1943
Launched...22 Nov 1943 
Commissioned...28 Dec 1943 
Lost...25 Oct 1944 
Sunk by gunfire from Japanese war-
ships off Samar in position 11º31’N, 
126º12’E.

USS ST LO CVE 63
Built by Kaiser Shipbuilding Co.  
Laid down...20 Jan 1943 
Launched...17 Aug 1943 
Commissioned...23 Oct 1943 
Lost...25 Oct 1944 
Renamed St. Lo on 15 September 1944.  Hit 
by a Japanese Kamikaze on 25 October 1944 at 
Leyte in position 11º13’N, 126º05’E, resulting 
in massive explosions.

USS LISCOMBE BAY CVE 56
Built by Kaiser Shipbuilding Co. 
Laid down...9 Dec 1942                 
Launched...19 Apr 1943   
Commissioned...7 Aug 1943                  
Lost...24 Nov 1943 
 
Sunk by Japanese submarine I-175 
off Makin Island in position 02º34’N, 
172º30’E.  644 officers and men died 
when she sank, including her Com-
manding Officer Capt. Irving Day 
Wiltsie and Rear Admiral Henry Maston 
Mullinix. 272 of her crew were rescued 
by the USS Hughes, Hull and the USS 
Morris as well.
The Liscome Bay sank in 23 minutes 
with an explosion so intense, the stern 
vaporized, showering flesh and debris 
onto the battleship USS New Mexico 
(BB 40) which was a mile away.

Escort Carriers Lost 
During WWII



F NAME   LAST NAME CVE    DATE

JAMES GRIFFIN  USS ALTAMAHA 

JOHN R DAVIS   USS BADOENG STRAIT 2/10/2020

GORDON STEER  USS BLOCK ISLAND 1/5/2020

COCKLEY GEORGE   USS CASABLANCA  10/20/2019

EKLBERT AUSLEY  USS GAMBIER BAY  1/14/2020

WILLIAM BEAIRD  USS GAMBIER BAY  4/27/2020

GLEN  BECKETT  USS GAMBIER BAY  1/4/2020

MURRAY BROWN  USS GAMBIER BAY  7/29/2019

JOHN   GAWLIK  USS GAMBIER BAY 

WARREN SMITH  USS GAMBIER BAY 

GLYNDWR DAVIES  USS PALAU   2/27/2011

HENRY FLETCHER  USS PALAU   9/23/2018

JAMES ROY   USS PALAU   10/20/2018

EDWARD TARAS  USS PALAU 

GENE  CARROLL  USS RENDOVA  11/24/2018

ROY  LECKRON  USS RENDOVA  4/29/2018

BERT  SCHULTZ  USS RENDOVA  6/2/2019

GLEN  HOUGH  USS ROI   12/25/2019

JOHN  SMITH  USS SALAMAUA  12/14/2019

WALLACE CLARK  USS SALERNO  12/24/2019

MORRIS JEROME  USS SANGAMON  3/7/2019

JOSEPH C MIKA   USS SANTEE   4/20/2020

JOHN  MULLARKEY, JR USS SITKOH BAY  6/9/2019

HAROLD LAWSON  USS SUWANNEE  1/12/2020

EUGENE LAVAN  USS TRIPOLI   7/27/2018

DONALD NORBERT  USS TRIPOLI   7/24/2019

TAPS FOR DECEMBER 2019 - JULY 2020INVOCATION

Lord, as we gather together to recognize these men 
who have passed, we acknowledge your walking with 
our founding fathers as they built our country on Godly 
values.  We pause to reflect upon our nation, ….” one 
Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice 
for all.”   You have stood beside us for almost 250 years 
as we Americans dealt with internal and external forces 
of evil. Today we now honor these Patriots that left their 
families and personal pursuits in time of crisis to defend 
our nation. Be with us as we pause these few moments 
to recognize those men who have passed protecting our 
God-given right to be Americans.
            Amen

BENEDICTION

Heavenly father as we have acknowledged these men 
who have passed, we ask your blessings upon their 
families.  Your love and protection brought our deceased 
veterans through harm’s way to lead a productive life 
after they gave service to our wonderful country.  Now 
that they are no longer with us, we beg their memory 
to stay alive for their commitment to preserving our 
freedoms based on Godly principles.  Go with us safely 
now and cover remaining family members of these past 
Patriots with your love.
                                                          Amen   
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Harvey Charles Hagedorn Sr.

Harvey was a WWII veteran 
and served from July 5, 1943 
until April 20, 1946.   Aviation 
Machinist’s Mate 1st Class 
Hagedorn served in the Navy as 
an Air Crewman-Aerial Gun-
ner.  He served tours on both the 
USS Sangamon in the Philippine 
Sea  in the Pacific Fleet and USS 
Princeton. He was assigned to 
Carrier Aircraft Service Units 
(CASU) 7, CASU 55, and CASU 
21.  AAM1/c Hagedorn deco-
rations include American Area 
Campaign Medal, Victory Medal, 

Asiatic Pacific Area Campaign Medal, and Purple Heart.  He was 
honorably discharged at Great Lakes Naval Base April 20, 1946.
Harvey attended 2 years of high school and worked on his family 
farm. Harvey then worked as a landscaper, followed by a packager 
at a malted milk plant.  Due to his father becoming ill, he returned 
to operate the family dairy farm of 20 cows.  His patriotism and 
country’s call led him to enlist in the Navy at the age of 17.  Upon 
his discharge he worked at the bar his father owned.  Harvey later 
worked for a dry cleaner, as a chauffeur, beer truck driver, foundry 
worker, and salesman.  He was a member of the VFW Post #10231 
in Necedah.

Lt John Joseph McAteer
John was commissioned as an Ensign 
on May 20, 1942. He served as a sup-
ply and disbursing officer from 1942 
until August 17, 1946. He attended the 
Naval Supply School at Harvard Uni-
versity, Massachusetts from 1942 until 
1943. His first overseas assignment 
was Carrier Aircraft Service Unit 11, 
Guadalcanal, April 23, 1943 to July 
25, 1944 as the unit’s supply officer. (a 
special note: William H. Little, Milil-
ani, Hawaii has published a history of 
CASU 11. Little’s father Robert served 
as an aviation machinist in CASU 
11 during the same time period at Lt. 

McAteer).
From Guadalcanal, John attended supply operational training in Bay-
onne, New Jersey. Assignments followed at the Naval Ammunition 
Depot at Hingham, Massachusetts and the Naval Air Station at Shaw-
nee, Oklahoma.
John was assigned on May 29 to the USS Thetis Bay CVE-90 where 
he was Thetis Bay’s supply officer. He left Thetis Bay on May 10, 
1946, and was discharged in August 1946. The Thetis Bay served was 
a replenishment carrier I the Western Pacific and when the war ended 
in the Magic Carpet operation. After the war, John continued in the 
Naval Reserve.
His decorations included the American Theater Ribbon, the Asiatic 
Pacific Theater Ribbon with 2 stars, and the World War II Victory 
Ribbon. John then received a B.S. in Accounting from LaSalle Univer-
sity in Philadelphia and also took law courses at Temple University in 
Philadelphia. He worked in the food industry rising to Vice President 
in both the Penn Fruit Corporation (Philadelphia) and the Shop-Rite 
Corporation (New Jersey).
John married Genevieve Shorb and was the proud father of Lynn 
McAteer Howell and Craig McAteer. John resided in Philadelphia and 
Toms River, New Jersey, during his working years. He passed away in 
January 1996. He was 76 years of age and a proud veteran of the U.S. 
Navy.

Anthony Potochniak

Anthony was a veteran of 
WWII and survived the sinking 
of his ship, the USS GAMBIER 

BAY CVE-73,  
at the battle of  

Leyte Gulf  
October 25, 1944.Ralph Magerkurth...........USS Sangamon
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First of all, I think your organization is extremely important and helps 
teach people just what a “CVE” is/was. Even with what little my dad 
told me, I should have been able to understand better. He would tell 
me it was a “baby flattop” which meant noth-
ing to me. (We are all so insulated in our work 
I would probably not be able to explain all the 
acronyms and nicknames in the job I had for 30 
years either) It used to frustrate him trying to an-
swer my questions – some of which I still don’t 
have answers to. Like, what is the difference 
between a destroyer and a destroyer escort, or 
what is/does a commodore do – is he the senior 
captain in a group of ships, what REALLY is 
the difference between a commissioned and 
non-commissioned officer, a reserve officer and 
regular. I don’t think I ever really understood 
that the Kalinin Bay was an aircraft carrier, 
because he spoke so little about the aviators and 
what THEY did. I just envisioned it as a bat-
tleship. I think I would have understood better 
if he said; okay, these were smaller versions of 
the regular aircraft carriers – they carried a crew of 900 as opposed 
to 2200 in the big carriers like Enterprise, they had about 25 aircraft 
instead of the 90 on the big carriers. . . A lot of folks like me don’t 
understand the displacement, the speed or even the size. You could 
say, “These were slower/faster than the big carriers.” The information 
about how lightly armored they were as opposed to the bigger ships 
also would be germane – especially in the Kalinin Bay’s situation 
where shells would sometimes just go all the way through the ship. 
By the way, I also have what appears to be battle damage from some 
of the shells in a couple of photos.

PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF EDWARD BARKLEY’S EXPERI-
ENCES DURING WORLD WAR II:
This will be a little difficult, because although my father loved talking 
about his time in the Navy, all 20 years of it, he (like a lot of service-
men) would not/could not talk about the battles he participated in. 
There were two subjects he could not communicate about. One was 
his own father. His father left the family before dad was born over 
an argument with my dad’s stepsisters. So, when dad was born, he 
was given the surname of my grandmother’s deceased 1st husband, 
who was the father of all his sisters. He would visit his father from 
time to time, but at 5 years old there was a bad argument (probably 
over the name), and his father wouldn’t see him any longer. Dad 
joined the Navy 2 months after his father’s death at the age of 17. His 
mother had to sign for him. Now dad liked saying, “When I joined 

the Navy, I thought I had died and gone to heaven. I got to go to sleep 
an hour earlier at night, get up an hour later in the morning, got three 
full meals a day – and they PAID me!”  Whenever I would try to ask 

him questions about his father, or about the Battle 
of Leyte Gulf, dad would try to answer, and would 
quickly get off the subject or even leave the room. 
He would get this far-away sad look in his eyes. He 
simply dealt with it by not speaking about it. Let me 
give you an example. I asked him if when he went 
on his way on the Kalinin Bay if they went through 
Pearl Harbor. He said yes. Knowing that many of the 
vessels were still there, I asked, “How did it look?” 
He said, “Bad.” That’s all he said. Yet, never did I see 
him turn to any addictive or self-destructive behavior. 
He was kind and strong toward us, and did not bring 
work problems home.  His relationship with me was 
reminiscent of Dan Fogleberg’s “Leader of the Band”: 
“He left his home and went his lone and solitary way, 
And he gave to me a gift I know I never can repay. . 
. He earned his love through discipline, a thundering 
velvet hand, His gentle means of sculpting souls took 

me years to understand. . . “ The last time I spoke to him was on his 
birthday, by telephone, two days before he died. I told him on that 
day, “You have been everything I’ve ever needed as a father.” What a 
joy it is to have that last conversation, and that earthly ending to our 
relationship. 
At the time he reported in October 1943 to help fit out the Kalinin 
Bay through its commissioning in November (a newly minted Ensign 
after joining as an Apprentice Seaman in 1936 and working up to 
Chief Yeoman) his family consisted of himself, my mother, and my 
oldest sister. 
At Leyte Gulf in the Philippines, on October 25, 1944, he participated 
in the action known as the Battle of Samar that led to his task force 
being awarded the Presidential Unit Citation. I once asked him if he 
received the Purple Heart. He cryptically told me that was one medal 
he never wanted to earn – and he didn’t, even though I found out later 
that everyone else in the room with him did.
My next oldest sister, not surprisingly, was born nine months after 
the Kalinin Bay returned to California for repairs. An older brother 
was born in 1950. I was born 16 years after my oldest sister, when he 
had already retired from the Navy. We kids would ask him about the 
battle, and again, he would start to answer and change the subject.

Continued on page 16
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Edward Barkley continued..... . What I heard regarding battles was 
that he said he went to get a cup of coffee and came back to find his 
station destroyed. Another time he said something about coming 
back to his station and there was a hole from a shell about eye level 
right above his desk. He could have been talking about other engage-
ments. I know also that he mentioned a Kamikaze hitting his ship, 
but he wouldn’t elaborate. My oldest sister wrote that he saw a ship 
go down nose first with guns still blazing as the men stayed at their 
battle stations. She also wrote, “ If this is the time I am thinking off.. 
Dad said he had just received a message and ran 
up to the bridge with it, and the shell (or part of a 
shell) went out of the room right over his recent-
ly vacated desk chair, and desk which without a 
doubt would have killed him. I also remember 
one about a fella’s cigarette habit habit -saving- 
his life as he couldn’t leave his duty post in the 
Communications room, which hung over the side 
of the ship, during a battle. He keep one foot in 
the room and the other on the deck as he leaned 
out asking for a light from a passing sailor. The 
shack was blown off the ship and he was left 
straddling the side unhurt.”
My second oldest sister wrote, “Dad never talked 
much about the war and battles, but I have a 
memory of him telling me about a shell that 
came through the side of his ship, and that the 
reason he was not hurt was that he dropped something and bent down 
to get it. He said that something went over his head and killed his 
shipmate, who was behind or next to him. I assume that was the same 
incident. I never asked him for more information, because I could tell 
the memory was still very painful for him, even though it was 15 or 
16 years later.”

To put this in perspective, I found in my dad’s records a very warm 
and personal letter he wrote to the first commanding officer of the 
Kalinin Bay, Charles Randall Brown, on December 3, 1946 on his 
promotion to Rear Admiral. Brown replied just 10 days later. Brown 
had left the ship and was replaced by Thomas B. Williamson on Oc-
tober 3, 1944, before the battle on October 25. My dad said, “You had 
left a well trained crew, admiral. It would have done your heart good 
to have seen the boys under fire – they were grand. I heard many 
officers and men say that you were responsible for the efficiency – I 
agree!” Yet, he did not mention any of the casualties from that battle 
– not the wounded, not the dead. It was probably something you just 
didn’t do. You compartmentalized those things.

Another letter he wrote to a friend in the Navy after the war referred 
to the battle in an offhand way, “We got ventilated off Samar,” and “I 
learned that Sherman was right. War is Hell.” Which was something 
for him to use anything approaching a curse word. Never did I hear 
him use one. He could dress me down with an almost clinical but 
controlled manner. On the only occasion I know of when a civilian 
boss reprimanded him, he said, “I’ve been chewed out by experts.” 
Based on a similar statement from one of his shipmates, I have a feel-
ing some of those experts were on the Kalinin Bay.

In his letter to Admiral Brown, he did call the ship by 
its nickname, the “Lucky K”; but obviously, his divi-
sion was one of the unluckiest of the crew. He served 
in Communications  and was the Secret and Top Secret 
Mail Officer. Five sailors on that ship died in the Battle 
of Samar – an incredibly low total. However, 4 of the 
5 men were either radiomen or radarmen. (There were 
also several pilots assigned to the Kalinin Bay that 
were killed in the battle)
Perhaps too, some of the reluctance to talk about the 
battle might be due to how seriously he took confi-
dentiality and military secrets. In his career, he held 
several sensitive roles – particularly as a Flag Secre-
tary of a cruiser division, Communications Officer at 
Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory during several of the 
nuclear tests in the 1950’s, and as the Staff Commu-
nication Officer of the U.S. Atlantic Fleet Antisubma-

rine Defense Forces. Just writing this down makes me wonder if I’m 
speaking out of turn. Since radar was brand new for WWII, particu-
larly in its application for fire control, he still in the 1970’s might not 
have wanted to talk about it. He certainly was reluctant to talk about 
operations in those other areas – with the exception of the time one of 
the nuclear tests had a bigger “bang” than expected and contaminated 
the airplane he was in with radiation. A story in and of itself.
I am proud of my father, his service to our nation for 20 years (not just 
WWII), his service to the State of Texas for 20 years, and his service 
to his family for over 50 years. He was decent, hardworking, loving, 
and like so many of his generation – dedicated to duty. But I will also 
always honor and remember the name of Berchard Kenneth Gunter. 
For in a random moment, he took a shell that could have killed my 
dad, and I (along with my brother and sister) would have never exist-
ed. And everyone else in that room was awarded a Purple Heart – so 
I finally understood in a much more vivid way what my dad meant 
about never desiring to receive that medal. Such brave men.

Brian Owen Barkley
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HISTORY OF HENRY E. FUNALOCK’S MILITARY SERVICE 
DURING WWII

Following the Japanese attack 
of Pearl Harbor on December 7, 
1941 thirty-one year old Henry 
joined the US Navy and began 
his active service on March 29, 
1942 at Naval Reserve Station, 
Pittsburgh Pa.  He was assigned 
stateside until May 12, 1942 and 
had training at Newport Rhode 
Island. 
He was assigned to the Battle-
ship USS Massachusetts (BB-
59) (Big Mamie) as part of the 
original crew on May 12, 1942.  
This would have given him the 
distinction of a “Plank Owner” 
of the USS Massachusetts. On 
October 24, 1942 the Massachu-

setts set sail and was assigned to the Atlantic in support of the North 
Africa invasion.  During this time they were engaged in the Battle 
of Casablanca beginning on the morning of November 8, 1942.  The 
Massachusetts sustained minimum damage during this battle from 
onshore shelling.  On November 12,1942, the Massachusetts returned 
to the States for repairs, due to damage sustained at Casablanca, and 
to prepare for her reassignment to the Pacific theater.  Henry claimed 
that while traveling through the Panama Canal she was said to scrape 
both sides due to her size.  When the Massachusetts crossed the 
equator on her way to New Caledonia Henry became a member of the 
“Order of Neptune” and transitioned from a Pollywog to a Shellback 
a time honored Naval tradition dating back over 400 years.  The Mas-
sachusetts arrived New Caledonia on  March 4, 1943 and for the next 
few months supported South Pacific operations.  Henry returned state 
side on or around August 27, 1943.  I am unsure how he got back 
stateside because the Massachusetts did not return to Puget Sound 
for retrofit until early May 1944 at which time Henry was already 
stateside.  Today the USS Massachusetts is a museum and is docked 
at Battleship Cove in Fall River, Massachusetts.  An interesting note 
is the Massachusetts has the distinction of having fired the US Navy’s 
first and last 16-in shells of the war.  Henry’s name along with all 
Plank Owners names are inscribed on the forward 16-in gun battery.
Henry was stateside, more than likely, in the Washington state area 
waiting on his reassignment to the USS Midway (CVE-63), a Casa-
blanca class escort carrier.  The USS Midway was commissioned on 

October 23 1943.  Again because Henry was on the first crew of the 
USS Midway he was a “Plank Owner” on this ship as well.  Follow-
ing her shakedown cruise the USS Midway embarked for the Pacific 
seeing action at the Mariana Islands and Saipan.  On July 23, 1944 
the Midway joined in the attack on Tinian furnishing air support for 
ground forces.  From the end of July through the end of September 
the Midway continued with support of Pacific actions.  After re-
supplying the Midway resumed operations and on October 3, 1944 
returned to Seeadler Harbor.   There she was advised that the name of 
the USS Midway was to be changed to the USS St Lo effective Octo-
ber 10, 1944.  The name St Lo was taken from a key battle fought in 
France after the Allies invasion following D-Day.  The Midway name 
was freed up for a larger aircraft carrier currently under construc-
tion.  Point of interest to note is the new USS Midway never fought 
in WWII as it was not commissioned until after the end of the war.  
Many in the Navy feel that changing a ships name is bad luck.  This 
proved true for the St Lo.  The St Lo departed for The Philippines 
on October 12, 1944 in support of the invasion of The Philippines 
at Leyte Gulf.  From the 18th of October through the 25th planes 
from the St Lo continued operations in support of ground forces.  On 
October 25, 1944 a major Japanese force of battleships and destroy-
ers made an attack on the small central force of American escort 
carriers and destroyer escorts off of Leyte Gulf.  The Battle of Leyte 
Gulf will always be considered as the last major sea battle of WWII.  
The St Lo as part of a small force of US ships, out numbered and out 
gunned, ward off the larger Japanese fleet.  Surprisingly the Japanese 
fleet retreated, however at 10:50 AM a kamikaze plane attack the St 
Lo and penetrated the flight deck, causing a massive explosion which 
ultimately sank the St Lo within 30 minutes. Fortunately Henry, who 
was an electricians mate and normally manned the ships generators, 
was topside on watch.  He was shot through the lower torso and was 
given a morphine shot by a medic.  Prior to abandoning ship he was 
ask by another medic if he wanted another morphine shot.  He re-
fused knowing that he more than likely may have just fallen asleep 
on deck and never been able to get off the ship.  Considering Henry 
always claimed he could not swim he was successful in getting on 
his Mae West life jacket and abandoning ship as soon as the call went 
out.  Henry along with 746 other shipmates survived the first kamika-
ze attack on an American ship in WWII which resulted in the sinking 
of that ship.  Henry lost 143 shipmates in that sinking who will never 
be forgotten.  After spending many hours in the shark infested waters 
off the coast of Leyte, Henry and many others were rescued by the 
USS Dennis and returned to safety. 

Continued on page 18
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 HENRY E. FUNALOCK.....Henry returned to the United States on 
December 20 1944 and was assigned to Naval Air Station Olatha, 
Kansas.  Henry was visited by his wife of two years, Eleanor.  She 
spent time with him there and I believe she may have worked at the 
base restaurant.  On September 1, 1945 Henry was separated from 
active duty at Olatha, Kansas.  He returned to Pittsburgh and to the 
Duquesne Brewery where he spent the next 32 years.   During Hen-
ry’s time in the military he was awarded the Purple Heart as well as 
other battle ribbons. 
More information on the USS Massachusetts can be found @ https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Massachusetts_(BB-59) 

More information on the USS St Lo (Formally the USS Midway) can 
be found @ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_St._Lo 

Battle Ribbons and awards awarded to all sailors on the USS ST LO 
http://www.dondennisfamily.com/USS_St_Lo/ship/awards.html

Samuel Henderson...USS Manila Bay

Battle of Okinawa......
 The Ryukyu Islands stretch southwestward from Kyushu, the 
southernmost large Japanese island, and extend halfway to Formosa 
(Taiwan).  Seizure of positions in the Ryukyus was to have been the 
last step in the Pacific War before the actual invasion of the Japanese 
home islands.  From bases there, pre-assault aerial bombardment of 
Japan could be intensified; the invasion forces could be provided with 
direct land-based air support; and the islands could be used as a stag-
ing area and supply base.  Okinawa is the largest of the Ryukyu Is-
lands at 60 miles long (roughly 100 km) and 20 miles (32 km) wide.  
It lies only 350 miles (563 km) from Kyushu, where the invasion 
of Japan was to have taken place.  It was thought to be defended by 
75,000 – 100,000 Japanese troops commanded by Lieut. Gen. Ushi-
jima Mitsuru.  Okinawa was selected as the major Allied objective in 
the Ryukyus and elaborate preparations were made for attacking it.  
The invasion of Okinawa turned out to be, in fact, the largest amphib-
ious landing conducted by the U.S. during the Pacific War.
 Under Nimitz, the theatre commander, and Spruance, who 
was in charge of the actual landing, the U.S. ground troops were 
commanded by Lieut. Gen. Simon Bolivar Buckner, Jr.  In September 
1944 Buckner had assumed command of the 10th Army, which now 
incorporated both Army troops and Marines.  Beginning as early as 
October 1944, the island was subjected to intensive attack by carri-
er-based planes, land-based planes, and naval gunfire.  During one 
attack in March 1945 Mitscher’s Task Force 58 destroyed hundreds 
of Japanese planes, thus seriously weakening the defenders’ ability to 
use air power against the invading forces.  One preliminary landing 
was made on March 26 on the Kerama Islands, 15 miles (24 km) to 

the west, where some 350 small boats had been assembled for suicide 
attacks on the landing force.  Another landing was made five days 
later on Keise, which was close enough to Okinawa to be used as a 
base for artillery fire on enemy positions.
 The main landings on Okinawa were made on April 1, 1945, 
on the Hagushi beaches near the central part of the island’s west 
coast.  There was little opposition at the beaches, for the Japanese 
commander had decided to meet the invaders farther inland out of 
range of naval gunfire.  About 60,000 troops were landed on the first 
day; they soon seized the two nearby airfields and pushed across the 
narrow waist of the island to cut it in two.  On April 6 and 7 came the 
first major Japanese counterattack in the form of suicidal raids by 355 
kamikaze planes and also by the battleship Yamato. At 72,000 tons 
fully loaded, Yamato was one of the two biggest battleships in the 
world (the Yamato’s sister ship Musashi had been sunk at the Battle 
of Leyte Gulf).  It was armed with nine massive 18.1-inch (46-cm) 
guns, the most powerful naval guns in existence.  The ship’s last 
desperate sortie was a suicide run, for it carried only enough oil for a 
one-way trip, and it had no air cover.  The Japanese hoped that Yam-
ato might finish off the Allied fleet after it was weakened by the wave 
of kamikazes.  When submarines reported the approach of Yamato, 
Mitscher’s force was sent to attack it and the light cruiser and eight 
destroyers accompanying it.  The big battleship never had a chance.  
Its antiaircraft fire was weak and it was repeatedly struck by bombs 
and aerial torpedoes. More than any other single event, the sinking of 
Yamato on April 7 marked the end of the long reign of the battleship.

Continued on page 19
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Battle of Okinawa continued..........
	 Okinawa	saw	the	first	use	by	the	Japanese	of	a	suicide	weap-
on	called	baka.		It	was	a	glider	loaded	with	explosives,	powered	by	
rockets,	and	guided	to	its	target	by	a	single	pilot	who	plunged	to	
death	along	with	his	glider.		The	baka	was	brought	within	range	of	its	
target	by	a	bombing	plane	and	then	released.		The	rockets	gave	it	ter-

rific	speed	for	the	final	run.		The	U.S.	
destroyer	Abele	was	sunk	by	a	baka	
on	April	12,	the	first	such	victim	of	
the war.
	 The	ground	troops	on	Okinawa	
met	light	opposition	as	they	seized	
the	northern	part	of	the	island	within	
about	two	weeks.		The	main	Japa-
nese	defenses	were	in	the	south,	and	
bitter	fighting	in	that	area	against	
well-entrenched	Japanese	troops	
proved	costly.		Organized	resistance	

was	not	over	until	June	21,	1945,	and	the	campaign	was	not	declared	
over	until	July	2.		Ushijima	took	his	own	life	on	June	22.		On	April	
5	the	Japanese	Cabinet	headed	by	Prime	Minister	Koiso	Kuniaki	had	
resigned;	on	the	same	day,	the	U.S.S.R.	had	announced	that	it	would	
not	renew	its	treaty	of	neutrality	with	Japan.	On	April	12	the	U.S.	
commander	in	chief,	Pres.	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt,	died.
	 Throughout	the	Pacific	War,	Chief	of	Naval	Operations	Fleet	
Admiral	Ernest	J.	King’s	vision	was	to	drive	across	the	central	Pacif-
ic,	take	Formosa,	and	then	establish	a	base	of	operations	on	the	Chi-
nese	coast,	blockade	Japan,	and	use	Chinese	troops	for	any	invasion	
of	Japan.		However,	General	Douglas	MacAr-
thur	won	the	debate	to	take	the	Philippines	
instead	of	Formosa	and,	as	King	anticipated,	
MacArthur’s	forces	became	stuck	in	a	protracted	
campaign	on	that	archipelago.	Moreover,	al-
though	the	Japanese	forces	were	on	a	desperate	
defensive	everywhere	else	in	the	Pacific,	they	
went	on	a	massive	offensive	in	China	in	the	
summer	of	1944.		The	Ichi-go	offensive	rolled	
up	General	Clair	Chennault’s	airfields	(which	
were	undefended	by	ground	forces).		It	deci-
mated	the	Nationalist	Chinese	armies	in	which	
General	Joseph	Stillwell	had	invested	so	much	
in	training	and	hard-to-obtain	supplies	(many	
of	which	had	to	be	flown	into	China	over	the	
Himalayas)—at	least	those	forces	Generalissimo	Chiang	Kai-shek	
wasn’t	hoarding	to	use	against	the	Chinese	Communists	after	the	

United	States	took	care	of	Japan	for	him.		So,	with	U.S.	strategy	and	
plans	in	China	a	total	disarray,	and	Formosa	deemed	too	tough	a	nut	
to	crack,	Okinawa	became	the	alternative.
	 The	Japanese	had	about	77,000	troops	on	Okinawa,	and	
another	20,000	native	Okinawans	pressed	into	service,	all	under	the	
command	of	Lieutenant	General	Mitsuru	Ushijima.		Like	Gener-
al	Tadamichi	Kuribayashi,	his	counterpart	on	Iwo	Jima,	Ushijima	
proved	to	be	an	able	commander	who	had	learned	lessons	from	pre-
vious	Pacific	battles,	particularly	the	folly	of	trying	to	defend	at	the	
beachhead	in	the	face	of	overwhelming	U.S.	naval	gunfire	and	carrier	
aviation	strikes.	Japanese	intelligence	correctly	predicted	that	Okina-
wa	would	be	the	next	major	U.S.	objective	and	correctly	predicted	the	
timing,	so	the	Japanese	were	well	prepared.		Ushijima	conceded	the	
(correctly)	expected	landing	area	and	the	airfields,	and	concentrated	
the	bulk	of	his	forces	in	deeply	dug-in	and	well-concealed	concentric	
lines	of	defense	at	the	southern	end	of	the	island,	although	a	signifi-
cant	number	were	also	dug-in	on	the	northern	part	of	the	island.		As	
a	result,	the	U.S.	Navy	poured	a	weeks’	worth	of	stupendous	pre-in-
vasion	bombardment	mostly	into	where	the	Japanese	weren’t.		(The	
amount	of	ordnance	expended	was	staggering:	1,500	16-inch	rounds,	
4,600	14-inch	rounds,	750	12-inch	rounds,	5,800	8-inch	rounds,	
7,200	6-inch	rounds,	was	well	as	over	50,000	5-inch	rounds,	and	
prodigious	amounts	of	aerial	bombs,	rockets,	and	napalm.)	Japanese	
accounts	marveled	at	the	“rain	of	steel,”	that	mostly	wasn’t	falling	on	
them.
	 Except	for	a	few	kamikaze	and	conventional	air	attacks	(and	
sea	mines)	the	main	amphibious	assault	on	Okinawa	on	1	April	1945	
was	virtually	unopposed,	and	U.S.	Army	soldiers	and	Marines	cap-
tured	the	airfields	and	reached	the	opposite	coast	on	the	first	day.		It	

all	had	a	“too	good	to	be	true”	sense	
to	it.		And	it	was.		As	the	Army	
moved	south,	the	resistance	steadi-
ly	stiffened	and	then	turned	into	a	
bloody	protected	slog.		Each	time	
Japanese	defensive	positions	were	
about	to	be	overrun,	at	great	cost,	
the	Japanese	fell	back	on	yet	another	
line	of	defenses.		The	battle	would	
not	be	deemed	over	until	22	June.	In	
the	meantime,	the	Navy	had	to	stay	
and	fight	it	out	against	massed	waves	
of	kamikaze	aircraft,	also	at	great	
cost.

Continued	on	page	20
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Battle of Okinawa continued..........
 The overall commander of Operation Iceberg was Command-
er-in-Chief Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ocean Areas, Fleet Admiral Chester 
W. Nimitz.
 The operational commander was Commander U.S. Fifth Fleet, 
Admiral Raymond A. Spruance, embarked in heavy cruiser Indianapolis 
(CA-35).  Due to the complexity of the operation, Spruance and India-
napolis arrived with the earliest forces off Okinawa.
 The commander of the Joint Expeditionary Force (Task Force 
51) was Vice Admiral Richmond Kelly Turner, embarked in amphibi-
ous command ship Eldorado (AGC-11).  Lieutenant General Simon B. 
Buckner, USA, was also embarked as Commanding General Expedition-
ary Troops (Task Force 56).  Buckner would report to Turner until the 
amphibious phase was over and then he would report directly to Spru-
ance.
 The invasion force was absolutely massive and, including am-
phibious craft, numbered 1,213 ships.  When added to the 88 ships of the 
Fast Carrier Task Force (TF 58) and over 95 ships in the logistics force, 
plus 22 Royal Navy ships in TF 57, there were over 1,400 ships and 
amphibious craft involved.  To meet the plan of simultaneously landing 
four divisions of troops required eight transport squadrons, each with 
15 assault transports, 6 assault cargo ships, 25 LSTs, 10 LSMs, and 1 
LSD.  There were 179 attack transports and 187 LSTs to carry the initial 
172,000 combat troops and 115,000 service support troops who would 
land in the initial weeks.
 Task Group 51.1, the Western Islands Attack Group, was com-
manded by Rear Admiral Ingolf Kiland, embarked in amphibious com-
mand ship Mount McKinley (AGC-7) and was responsible for capturing 
Kerama-shōto prior to the main amphibious landing.  Task Group 51.2, 
the Demonstration Group, was commanded by Rear Admiral Jerauld 
Wright, embarked in amphibious command ship Ancon (AGC-4), and 
was responsible for conducting a diversionary demonstration on the 
southeast coast of Okinawa to draw Japanese attention away from the 
main landing area. (It didn’t work.)
 Task Force 52, the Amphibious Support Force, was commanded 
by Rear Admiral W.H.P. Blandy, embarked in amphibious command ship 
Estes (AGC-12), and included the Support Carrier Group (TG 52.1) un-
der the command of Rear Admiral C. T. Durgin, with 18 escort carriers 
for close air support.  TF 52 also included the Mine Flotilla (122 mine 
and patrol craft), Underwater Demolition Flotilla, and Gunboat Support 
Flotilla.  Finally, the force also encompassed 53 LCIs and LSMs, mostly 
configured to fire rockets.
Amphibious Support Forces (Task Force 52) 
Support Carrier Group (Task Group 52.1)
Rear Admiral Calvin T. Durgin
Unit One
Rear Admiral Clifton A.F. Sprague

7 escort carriers
Makin Island (Capts. W.B. Whaley and I.E. Hobbs)
VC-84 (Lt. D.K. English, USNR), 27 aircraft
16 FM-2 Wildcat fighters
11 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers

Fanshaw Bay (Capt. M.E. Arnold)
VOC-2 (Lt. Cmdr. R.M. Allison), 30 aircraft
24 FM-2 Wildcat fighters
6 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers

Lunga Point (Capt. G.A.T. Washburn)
VC-85 (Lt. Cmdr. F.C. Herriman), 30 aircraft
18 FM-2 Wildcat fighters
12 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers

Sangamon (Capts. M.E. Browder and A.I. Malstrom)
Air Group 33 (Cmdr. F.B. Gilkeson), 30 aircraft
24 F6F Hellcat fighters
6 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers

Natoma Bay (Capts. Albert K. Morehouse and B.B. Nichol)
VC-81 (Lt. Cmdr. W.B. Morton, USNR), 32 aircraft
20 FM-2 Wildcat fighters
12 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers

Savo Island (Capt. W.D. Anderson)
VC-91 (Lt. F.M. Blanchard, USNR), 35 aircraft
20 FM-2 Wildcat fighters
15 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers

Anzio (Capt. G.C. Montgomery)
VC-13 (Lt. Cmdr. R.P. Williams, USNR), 24 aircraft
12 FM-2 Wildcat fighters
12 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers 

Screen (Commander J.C. Zahm)
6 destroyers
1 Allen M. Sumner-class  (6 x 5-in. main battery): Ingraham
3 Fletcher-class (5 x 5-in. main battery): Boyd, Bradford, Hart
2 Bagley-class (4 x 5-in. main battery): Bagley, Patterson

11 destroyer escorts
9 John C. Butler-class (2 x 5-in. main battery): Lawrence C. Taylor, 
Melvin R. Nawman, Oliver Mitchell, Robert F. Keller, Tabberer, Richard 
M. Rowell, Richard S. Bull, Dennis, O’Flaherty
2 Evarts-class (3 x 3-in. main battery): Sederstrom, Fleming

Continued on page 21
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Battle of Okinawa continued..........
Unit Two
Rear Admiral Felix B. Stump
7 escort carriers
Saginaw Bay (Capts. F.C. Sutton and Robert Goldwaite)
VC-88 (Lt. E.L. Kemp, USNR), 32 aircraft
20 FM-2 Wildcat fighters
12 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers

Sargent Bay (Capt. R.M. Oliver)
VC-83 (Lt. Cmdr. B.V. Gates (KIA) and Lt. M.S. Worley, USNR), 28 
aircraft
16 FM-2 Wildcat fighters
12 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers

Rudyerd Bay (Capts. C.S. Smiley and J.G. Foster)
VC-96 (Lt. Cmdr. W.S. Woollen, USNR), 31 aircraft
20 FM-2 Wildcat fighters
11 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers

Marcus Island (Capt. H.V. Hopkins)
VC-87 (Lt. H.N. Heisel), 32 aircraft
20 FM-2 Wildcat fighters
12 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers

Petrof Bay (Capt. R.S. Clarke)
VC-93 (Lt. Cmdr. C.P. Smith), 28 aircraft
16 FM-2 Wildcat fighters
12 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers

Tulagi (Capts. J.C. Cronin & W.V. Davis)
VC-92 (Lt. Cmdr. J.B. Wallace), 31 aircraft
19 FM-2 Wildcat fighters
12 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers

Wake Island (Capt. A.V. Magly)
VOC-1 (Lt. Cmdr. W.F. Bringie), 32 aircraft
26 FM-2 Wildcat fighters
6 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers

Screen (Captain G.P. Hunter)
4 destroyers
1 Allen M. Sumner-class (6 x 5-in. main battery): Lowry
3 Fletcher-class (5 x 5-in. main battery): Capps, Evans, John D. Henley
6 destroyer escorts
4 John C. Butler-class (2 x 5-in. main battery): William Seiverling, Ul-
vert M. Moore (Lt. Cmdr. Franklin D. Roosevelt Jr., USNR), Kendall C. 
Campbell, Goss

2 Evarts-class (3 x 3-in. main battery): Tisdale, Eisele

Unit Three
Rear Admiral William D. Sample
4 escort carriers

Suwannee (Capt. D.S. Cornwell)
Air Group 40 (Lt. Cmdr. R.D. Sampson (KIA) and Lt. Cmdr. J.C. Long-
ino), 27 aircraft
17 F6F Hellcat fighters
10 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers

Chenango (Capts. George van Deurs and Harry D. Felt)
Air Group 25 (Lt. Cmdr. R.W. Robinson (KIA), Lt. B. Phillips and Lt. 
Cmdr. P.M. Paul), 30 aircraft
18 F6F Hellcat fighters
12 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers

Santee (Capt. J.V. Peterson)
Air Group 24 (Lt. Cmdr. R.J. Ostrom (KIA) and Lt. P.N. Charbonnet), 
30 aircraft
18 F6F Hellcat fighters
12 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers

Steamer Bay (Capt. J.B. Paschal)
VC-90 (Lt. Cmdr. R.A. O’Neill), 31 aircraft
19 FM-2 Wildcat fighters
12 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers

Screen (Captain Alvin Duke Chandler)
5 destroyers
1 Allen M. Sumner-class (6 x 5-in. main battery): Drexler
3 Fletcher-class (5 x 5-in. main battery): Metcalf, Fullam, Guest
1 Bagley-class (4 x 5-in. main battery): Helm
2 destroyer escorts
2 John C. Butler-class (2 x 5-in. main battery): John C. Butler, Edmonds

Special Escort Carrier Group
Captain C.L. Lee (arriving 4 April)
4 escort carriers
Hollandia (Capt. Lee)
White Plains (Capt. D.J. Sullivan and Frederick Funke)
Sitkoh Bay (Capts. R.G. Lockhart and J.P. Walker)
Breton (Capt. Frank Obeirne)
Marine Air Group 31 (Col. John C. Munn, USMC)
Marine Air Group 33 (Col. W. E. Dickey USMC)
192 F4U Corsair and 30 F6F Hellcat fighters to operate from Okinawa 
airfields
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Battle of Okinawa continued..........
 Task Force 53, the Northern Attack Force, was commanded by 
Rear Admiral L. F. Reifsnider, embarked in amphibious command ship 
Panamint (AGC-13) and was responsible for landing the Marine divisions 
on the northern of the main landing beaches. The commander of the Ma-
rines’ III Amphibious Corps, Major General Roy S. Geiger, USMC, was 
embarked. III Amphibious Corps included the 1st, 2nd, and 6th Marine 
Divisions.
 Task Force 54 was the Gunfire and Covering Force, commanded 
by Rear Admiral Morton L. Deyo, embarked in older battleship Tennessee 
(BB-43). TF 54 also included pre-war battleships Maryland (BB-46), Col-
orado (BB-45), West Virginia (BB-48), Idaho (BB-42), Nevada (BB-36), 
New York (BB-34), Texas (BB-35), and Arkansas (BB-33), along with 9 
heavy cruisers, 3 light cruisers, 24 destroyers, and 8 destroyer escorts.
 Task Force 55, the Southern Attack Force, was commanded by 
Rear Admiral John L. Hall, embarked in amphibious command ship Teton 
(AGC-14), and was responsible for landing the U.S. Army divisions on the 
southern main landing beaches.
 Task Group 50.8 was the Logistics Support Group Fifth Fleet, 
commanded by Rear Admiral D. B. Beary (probably the real hero of the 
battle) embarked in light cruiser Detroit (CL-8), with over 95 logistics 
ships.
 Task Force 57 was the carrier force from the British Royal Navy’s 
Pacific Fleet commanded by Vice Admiral Sir H. B. Rawlings, RN, and in-
cluded five large carriers (British fleet carriers only embarked about 45–50 
aircraft, but had armored flight decks). A Royal Navy battleship and six 
escort carriers also participated for a total of about 22 ships. TF 57 guard-
ed the southern axis of air attack from Formosa and suppressed Japanese 
airfields in the Sakishima Islands, southwest of Okinawa.
 Task Force 58, was the Pacific Fleet’s Fast Carrier Force, com-
manded by Vice Admiral Marc A. Mitscher, with his Chief Of Staff, Com-
modore Arleigh A. Burke, embarked in Bunker Hill (CV-17). TF 58 initially 
included 17 carriers (10 Essex-class fleet carriers, Enterprise [CV-6] and 
six Independence-class light carriers). Each carrier air group was different, 
but typically each Essex-class carrier had about 65 fighters (mostly F-6F 
Hellcats, although some air groups had a mix of Hellcats and F4U Corsairs; 
several Corsair squadrons were from the Marine Corps). Additionally, each 
air group usually had about four Hellcat night fighters, 15 SB2C Helldiver 
dive-bombers, and 15 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers, for an air group 
numbering between 95 and 102 aircraft. The light carriers typically em-
barked about 25 Hellcat fighters and 9 TBM Avenger torpedo bombers (the 
light carriers didn’t embark Helldivers).  Based on lessons learned from the 
kamikaze attacks in the Philippines, as well from as the destruction of most 
of the Japanese navy, the number of dive-bombers and torpedo bombers on 
the carriers were significantly reduced in favor of a greater load of fighters. 
However, the fighters increasingly trained in the role of fighter-bomber, a 
mission that the Corsairs, in particular, were very good at.
 TG 58.1 was commanded by Rear Admiral Joseph J. “Jocko” 
Clark, embarked in Hornet (CV-12) and included fleet carriers Wasp (CV-

18) and Bennington (CV-20), and light carriers Belleau Wood (CVL-24) 
and San Jacinto (CVL-30). After Wasp was damaged during the strikes on 
Japan on 19 March, fleet carrier Hancock (CV-19) shifted from TG 58.3 to 
TG 58.1.
 TG 58.2 was commanded by Rear Admiral R. E. Davison (later 
Rear Admiral G. F. Bogan) embarked on Franklin (CV-13). TG 58.2 also 
included fleet carriers Randolph (CV-15) and Enterprise (CV-6).  Franklin 
was gravely damaged during the carrier strikes on Japan on 19 March 1945 
and had to return to the U.S.
 TG 58.3 was commanded by Rear Admiral Frederick C. “Ted” 
Sherman, embarked in Essex (CV-9). TG 58.3 also included fleet carriers 
Bunker Hill (CV-17) and initially Hancock (CV-19), and light carriers 
Cabot (CVL-28) and Bataan (CVL-29).
 TG 58.4 was commanded by Rear Admiral Arthur W. Radford and 
included fleet carriers Yorktown (CV-10) and Intrepid (CV-11), and light 
carriers Langley (CVL-27) and Independence (CVL-22).
 Scattered among the TF 58 task groups were eight new fast battle-
ships: North Carolina (BB-55), Washington (BB-56), South Dakota (BB-
57), Indiana (BB-58), Massachusetts (BB-59), New Jersey (BB-62), Mis-
souri (BB-63), and Wisconsin (BB-64), primarily to provide anti-aircraft 
protection to the carriers and to guard against a surprise surface attack.  To 
counter the possibility of the Japanese super-battleship Yamato making it 
through the carrier air gauntlet, a force of seven of these fast battleships was 
formed to intercept her. This would have resulted in 54 16-inch guns against 
the slightly faster Yamato and her nine 18.1-inch guns. It probably wouldn’t 
have been much of a contest.
 TF 58 had a total of 88 ships, including the new battle-cruisers 
Alaska (CB-1) and Guam (CB-2), each with nine 12-inch guns in three 
triple turrets, but also very effective anti-aircraft platforms.
 For U.S. troops the Okinawa invasion had been the longest and 
bloodiest Pacific campaign since Guadalcanal in 1942.  Total U.S. casualties 
for the campaign, including naval and air units, ranged upward from 12,000 
killed and 36,000 wounded.  Thirty-four U.S. ships were sunk and 368 dam-
aged.  It was estimated that Japanese losses exceeded 100,000 killed.  Naval 
losses to suicide attacks were heavy, as were losses of U.S. aircraft. Buck-
ner, the commander of U.S. ground forces, was killed in action on June 18 
while visiting a forward observation post.  He was the highest-ranking U.S. 
officer killed by enemy fire during World War II.

Sources include: NHHC Dictionary of American Fighting Ships (DANFS) 
for U.S. ships and combinedfleet.com for Japanese ships.  History of United 
States Naval Operations in World War II, Vol. XIV: Victory in the Pacific 
by Samuel Eliot Morison, Boston: Little Brown and Co., 1969; Japanese 
Destroyer Captain by Tameichi Hara, New York: Ballantine Books, 1961; 
Combined Fleet Decoded: The Secret History of American Intelligence and 
the Japanese Navy in World War II by John Prados, New York: Random 
House, 1995.
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                     ECSAA Treasure Peport
                      2nd Quarter 2020   Jan1 thru June 30,2020

Beginning Balances as of January 1, 2020

   Checking Account No. 103 $6,782.06 $6,782.06
   CD No. 0144  Maturity Date 12-15-2021  APR 2.25% $31,558.78
   CD No. 1801 Maturity Date  10-02-2021  APR 2.25% $10,957.65
   CD No. 0145 Maturity Date  12-15-2021 APR 2.25% $8,586.06

Total ECSAA funds as of Jan 1, 2020 $57,884.55

Receipts

   Dues $1,324.54
   Donations (2) $216.80
   Merchandise $17.00
   Transfer CD No. 1801 to Checking $10,920.03

Total Receipts $12,478.37 $12,478.37

Expenses

  Piper Publication $3,297.40
  Piper Printing $180.00
  Piper Postage   $500.00
  Funeral Flowers (John Smith) $129.30
  State Farm Liability Insurance ( $160.00/2019 +$640.00/2020) $800.00
  Income Tax Preparation-(2019) $200.00
  Navy Lapel Pins $450.00
  ECSAA Convention Post Cards $507.00
  ECSAA Mail Box $240.00
  ECSAA Storage Locker- 4 Mo. $160.00
  Bank Service Charge $121.36

Total Expenses $6,585.06 $6,585.06

Seattle Convention

   Receipts
     Convention Registration (2)  $902.43
     Donation for Navy Lapel Pins     $200.00

Total Receipts $1,102.43 $1,102.43

  Expenses
    Embassy Suits Hotel ( Deposit)   $1,000.00
    Starline Luxury Coaches ( Deposit) $995.30
    Refund of Convention  Registrations (2) $930.00

Total Expenses $2,925.30 $2,925.30

Checking Account Balance as of June 30, 2020 $10,852.50 $10,852.50

CD No. 0144  Maturity Date 12-15-2021  APR 2.25% $31,901.13
CD No. 0145 Maturity Date 12-15-2021   APR 2.25% $8,679.20
                     Total CD Balance $40,580.33 $40,580.33

Total ECSAA Funds as of June 30, 2020 $51,432.83

Report Prepared by
Arthur K. Hutt, Treasure- July 1, 2020

Louie Kehl, Father of Janet, David and Ernie, Grandfather of 7 and Great 
grandfather of 16. He joined the Navy his Senior year after Pearl Harbor. 
He was a Boatswain on the USS SANGAMON in charge of 2 batteries of 
40 caliber guns on the front port of the ship. He served 3 years until the end 
of the war. He was involved in many of the strategic battles in the South 
Pacific. The Sangamon and her crew were highly decorated and received 
several Presidential citations.
He was a lifetime member of the Escort Carriers Sailors and Airmen Asso-
ciation. He was a baseball coach for many years in Yuma, AZ. He was an 
excellent bowler and bowled at the Arizona State Tournament for 50 years. 
He and his wife, Helen, farmed for 69 years. He was an avid sportsman 
who hunted, fished and golfed.
He was one (1) of five (5) Eagle Scouts in our Family along with his son-
in-law, a grandson and two (2) great grandson. He counted being a member 
of the Escort Carriers Association a highlight of his life.

 I served on the USS Sicily CVE-118 for 8 
months in the Atlantic out of Guantanamo Bay 
on anti-submarine work.  My specialty was so-
no-buoys, a late development that was a very 
effective weapon against U-boats which were 
still suspected to exist in the Atlantic in 1947--
as escape vehicles.  As an Aviation Electronics 
Technician 3/C my job was to assemble and 
test them prior to loading them on the TBM 
torpedo bombers for
scouting.  
Thank you for your dedication in keeping the 
ECSAA organization alive--I am a life mem-
ber thereof.

Best wishes from New Ulml in Minnesota
Denis J. Warta   Aka Denny



Early Sunday morning on September 2, 1945, aboard the new 45,000-ton battleship U.S.S. Missouri and before representatives of nine Allied 
nations, the Japanese signed their surrender. At the ceremonies, General MacArthur stated that the Japanese and their conquerors did not meet 
“in a spirit of mistrust, malice or hatred but rather, it is for us, both victors and vanquished, to rise to that higher dignity which alone benefits 
the sacred purposes we are about to serve.”
Despite these words, none of the Japanese delegates were saluted by any of the high-ranking officers. Gen. Carl A. Spaatz later revealed that 
U.S. planes had been ready with bombs to halt any last-minute treacherous act on the part of the Japanese. Seeing a deckful of high Allied 
officers on the U.S.S. Missouri might have presented a tempting target for a final suicide attack.

Our sincere thanks to all who contributed to this issue of The CVE PIPER.  
 With your assistance we have more photos and stories for the December issue. 

Be sure to visit our new website in September for more information about the 75th  
anniversary of the end of WWII
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